RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE ELECTION OF A VERDERER
1.
PRELIMINARY
There are four Verderers in the Forest of Dean.  Each Verderer is elected to the post to serve the Crown for life, with a sworn duty to protect “the vert and venison” of the Forest.  On the death of a Verderer, an election must be held to appoint a replacement.  These Rules set out the procedures to be followed in preparing for and holding such an election, based on laws and customs followed for many centuries.
2.
DEATH OF A VERDERER
The certificate of burial (or cremation) of the deceased Verderer must be obtained and the Steward to the Verderers will prepare and swear an Affidavit in the required form 
The Senior Verderer is to give an Undertaking to give Notice of the proposed Election of a new Verderer in the relevant media in the County.  It is suggested the Forest of Dean newspapers and The Citizen are used for this purpose, as well as the Verderers’ website:www.deanverderers.org.uk
An Affidavit is to accompany the Undertaking, sworn by the Solicitor who witnesses the Senior Verderer’s signature.
The documents are to be forwarded to the Deputy Surveyor at the Forestry Commission in Coleford.  The Deputy Surveyor will arrange for the Petition and supporting papers to be issued and sent to the High Court for the attention of the Queen’s Bench Master of the Crown Office.  The Master will issue a Writ de Viridario Eligendo addressed to the incumbent High Sheriff of the County of Gloucestershire.  This ancient Writ commands the High Sheriff of Gloucestershire to hold an election to find an eligible person to become a Verderer for life on the Court of Verderers for the Forest of Dean.

3.
ELIGIBLE CANDIDATES FOR THE OFFICE OF VERDERER
In order to be elected as a Verderer, a candidate must:-

(a)
own property in the Forest of Dean.  For this purpose and for the 
avoidance of doubt, “the Forest of Dean” is land within the 
boundaries shown on the annexed plan.
(b)
not be disqualified by infirmity.  A Verderer must be both physically 
and mentally capable of undertaking his duties.
(c)
not have any engrossing occupation.  A Verderer must be able to 
devote the necessary time and attention to the office.
4.
NOTICE OF THE ELECTION
The High Sheriff is commanded by the Writ to give notice of the election and this Notice has to be given in “all market towns in the County”.  In order so to do, the Notice must appear in newspapers circulating in all parts of the County.  It is also considered prudent to post the Notice on the Verderers website: www.deanverderers.org.uk.
5.
CANDIDATES
The name of any person wishing and eligible to stand shall be notified to the Under Sheriff on or before the time and date specified in the Notice.

The notification shall contain the full names and address of the candidate and those of his proposer and seconder.  
No qualification is required to propose or second a candidate for election but either the proposer or seconder should be present at the election and should be prepared to confirm the willingness of the candidate to stand if for any reason the candidate is absent from the election.

6.
VOTING      
The persons eligible to vote are the Freeholders of the County of Gloucester (being “the County” under the jurisdiction of the incumbent High Sheriff and not the present County boundaries as amended from time to time by Statute) BUT IN ANY EVENT EXCLUDING the Cities of Gloucester and Bristol.  The reason for such exclusion is due to the fact the Freeholders in these Cities lost the right to vote when their respective Cities obtained charter status, giving them their own Sheriffs and “County” Courts.
7.
ELECTION PROCEDURE
The Under Sheriff will set a date for the election and notify the applicants. The likely venue for the Election is the Council Chamber at Shire Hall Westgate Street Gloucester.
The procedure for the election shall be as follows:- 
(1)
After preliminary announcements and the reading of the Writ de viridario eligendo, the High Sheriff shall read out the names of the candidates and of their proposers and seconders.
(2)
The High Sheriff shall ask if those persons standing for election are present, but if a candidate is not present, the person nominating or seconding him or her shall confirm the willingness of the candidate to stand, if such be the case.
(3)
The vote shall be taken by a show of hands.
(4)
Following the taking of a vote by a show of hands, any candidate may request the High Sheriff to hold a poll.

(5)
If requested to hold a poll, the High Sheriff shall announce the time and place of the poll and the time to reconvene the Court to make a declaration of the result of the poll and to take the oath of office from the successful candidate.
7.
COSTS
The costs of the election are to be met from the fee paid by the candidates.  The successful candidate shall be responsible for any costs in excess of the deposit fee paid. The Under Sheriff will provide an estimate of the fees that will be charged for the election to the candidates who apply.
The additional costs of any poll shall be borne by the candidate requiring the poll and if more than one candidate, then equally by those candidates requiring the poll.

8.
GENERAL
The provisions of the Representation of the People Acts 1983 and 2000 and any subsequent amendments thereto do not apply to the election but the election shall be held in accordance with the principles and rules of natural justice where such rules and procedures do not conflict with customary rules and procedures as established in previous elections.
